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of King, to put down the heathen powers around, and then of
Judge, to sit in judgment on those who had died before the
Messianic Age, and who were to rise again in their bodies to
receive punishment or reward for the deeds done In their
former earthly existence. In both the old and the new >
conception the Paradise was an Earthly one and situated in the
neighbourhood of Jerusalem, while the Hell was in the Valley
of Hinnom or Gehenna, close by the western valley of the city, (

The next stage of evolution we should expect then would be
that of a purely Judicial Messiah, as the first had been a purely
kingly and the second a kingly and judicial combined. Still
there was the work of organizing the kingdom to be done
before the world could be judged; and without a temporal
king it was most natural that the judicial Messiah should him-
self do the work of organizing and directing. And for a merely
judicial and organizing Messiah to be believed in at that time
when all hearts were waiting for a kingly and conquering one,
the ^ature of God must change, so that His kingdom, to be one
with that nature, should be one not of secular power but of
mercy and love. And this, which was the next step in
evolution, is precisely the position into which Jesus was forced
by his new conception of God as a God of Love. And as in
the kingdom of the proud Jewish Jehovah the Chief Priests*
Elders, Scribes and Pharisees would naturally have the supreme
place, as they had already as members of the Sanhedrim in
the existing Jewish State ; so the Messiah of a God of Love
would so organize his kingdom that the weak, the lowly, the
"wretched and all who were still capable of reciprocating that
love should have the supreme seats. Both the function, there-
fore, of the Messiah and the nature of the Messianic Kingdom
had been marked out for Jesus beforehand, as it were, by the
course of evolution, which demanded as its next step a total
change in the conception men had of the nature of God.

The Kingdom of God, then, as we shall see more clearly in
the next chapter, was a kingdom that was to be established on